Rhythms: Story
Text: John 9:1-41 (ESV)

Jesus Heals aMan Born Blind

[1] As he passed by, he saw a man blind from birth.[2] And his disciples asked him, “Rabbi, who sinned, this man or his
parents,thathe was born blind?” [3] Jesus answered, “It was not that this man sinned, or his parents, but thatthe works
of God might be displayed in him.[4] We mustwork the works of himwho sent me whileitis day; nightis coming, when no
onecan work.[5] As long as | am in theworld, | am the light of the world.” [6] Having said these things, he spiton the
ground and made mud with the saliva. Then he anointed the man’s eyes with the mud [7] and said to him, “Go, wash in the
poolof Siloam” (which means Sent). So hewent and washed and came back seeing.

[8] The neighbors and those who had seen him before as a beggar were saying, “Is this notthe man who used to sitand
beg?”[9] Some said, “It is he.” Others said, “No, but heis like him.” He kept saying, “l am the man.”[10] So they said to
him, “Then how were your eyes opened?”[11] He answered, “The man called Jesus made mud and anointed my eyes and
said to me, ‘Go to Siloam and wash.’So Iwent and washed and received my sight.”[12] They said to him, “Whereis he?”
He said, “l do not know.”

[13] They brought to the Pharisees the man who had formerly been blind.[14] Now it was a Sabbath day when Jesus made
the mud and opened his eyes. [15] So the Pharisees again asked him how he had received his sight. And he said to them,
“He put mud on myeyes, and | washed, and | see.” [16] Some of the Pharisees said, “This man is notfrom God, for he
does not keep the Sabbath.” But others said, “How can a man who is a sinnerdo such signs?” And there was adivision
amongthem. [17] So they said again to the blind man, “What do you say about him, since he has opened your eyes?” He
said, “He is a prophet.”

[18] The Jews did not believe that he had been blind and had received his sight, untilthey called the parents of the man
who had received his sight[19] and asked them, “Is this your son, who you saywas born blind? How then does he now
see?”[20] His parents answered, “We know that this is our son and that hewas born blind.[21] Buthow he now sees we
do not know, nordo we know who opened his eyes. Ask him; heis of age. He will speak for himself.” [22] (His parents said
thesethings because they feared the Jews, for the Jews had already agreed that if anyone should confess Jesus to be
Christ, he was to be put out of the synagogue. [23] Therefore his parents said, “He is of age; ask him.”)

[24] So for the second time they called the man who had been blind and said to him, “Give glory to God. We know that this
man is a sinner.”[25] He answered, “Whether heis asinner| do not know. One thing | do know, that though I was blind,
now | see.”[26] They said to him, “What did he do to you? How did he open your eyes?” [27] He answered them, “| have
told you already, and you would not listen. Whydo you want to hear it again? Do you also want to become his disciples?”
[28] And they reviled him, saying, “You are his disciple, but we are disciples of Moses.[29] We know that God has spoken
to Moses, but as for this man, we do not know where he comes from.” [30] The man answered, “Why, this is an amazing
thing! You do not know where he comes from, and yet he opened my eyes. [31] We know that God does not listen to
sinners, but if anyoneis aworshiper of God and does his will, God listens to him. [32] Never since the world began has it
been heard that anyone opened the eyes of a man born blind.[33] If this man were notfrom God, he could do nothing.”
[34] They answered him, “You were born in utter sin, and would you teach us?” And they cast him out.

[35] Jesus heard that they had cast him out, and having found him he said, “Do you believe in the Son of Man?” [36] He
answered, “And who is he, sir, that | may believe in him?”[37] Jesus said to him, “You have seen him, and itis hewho is
speakingto you.”[38] He said, “Lord, | believe,” and he worshiped him.[39] Jesus said, “For judgment | came into this
world, thatthose who do not see may see, and those who see may become blind.” [40] Some of the Pharisees near him
heard these things, and said to him, “Are we also blind?” [41] Jesus said to them, “If you were blind, you would have no
guilt; but now that you say, ‘We see, your guilt remains.
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Deeper Dive

This series is all about our friendship with God. Because of that, it is important to take the time to process
what is happening in our relationship with Him already.

The goal of the reflection and discussion time is to celebrate that God is alive and at work in our timeline and
to locate where we are in that sacred story. We do this with gratitude, not condemnation.

In order to do that, participants may need some time with question 1 before answering right away. Consider
taking a couple of minutes of silence to allow them to process this. Encourage them to be curious more than
worry about getting “special” or “spiritual sounding” answers.

Truly all parts of our story of God are worth noting, seeing and being heard. The goal of today is simply to
create some safe and honest space for us to reflect on where we are and how we believe this series will
interact with the sacred and miraculous movements that He is doing already.

Reflection & Discussion

(Questions 1-3 areall related to one another. If your group is taking a while to get through question 1, skip ahead to questions 4 and 5.)

1. When you look back at the story of your personal friendship with God, what are you grateful for?
What have you learned about Him through personal experience (not just theologically, but

through actually being with Him)?
How does your “story” with God demonstrate “glory”?
How would you describe your current season in your relationship with God?
5. Asyou consider your story-with-God, how do you desire this series to support and help you in
that sacred relationship?
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